
SECTION XVIII:  TENNIS 
1801
RULES
1801-1
The official Rules of the United States Tennis Association shall govern all matches when not in conflict with rules of the CIF Los Angeles City Section.

NOTE:
Many rules elsewhere in this book apply to tennis.

1801-2
Rule Interpretation:  A player may request interpretation of a rule from his coach or host coach during play.

1801-3
Conduct of Players:  Ethical conduct of players shall be observed at all times. Use of profanity or obscene gestures of unsportsmanlike conduct as well as racquet abuse, shall subject the offending player to disqualification.

1801-4
Tennis will be considered a TEAM sport.

1801-5
To be eligible to participate in the sport, a school must field a complete team of no less than ten players, beginning with the first practice contest of the season. 

1801-6
A roster of 12 members (minimum) is recommended.

1802
NUMBER OF MATCHES
A contest shall consist of four singles and three doubles matches for boys' and girls' matches.

1803
RANKING ORDER
1803-1
Singles players and doubles teams must play in the order of decreasing strength from top to bottom, i.e., the best player in the singles line-up must play in the first singles position; the best doubles teams in first doubles position, etc.

NOTE:
A coach is permitted to enter any player in singles or doubles, regardless of the ladder ranking, provided that the strongest individual/team plays in the first position and on down in decreasing strength.

1803-2
All players whose names appear on the line-up card must be present and ready to play at the time of the line-up card exchange which will take place 15 minutes prior to the scheduled school match time.  After this exchange, no change in the lineup is permitted.

NOTE:
Players arriving late by private transportation, with written approval from school administration and proper notification to the opposing coach, may play if they arrive by 3:45 p.m.  If the match is scheduled on an open court and that player has not yet arrived, the entire contest will be forfeited 7-0.

1803-3 All matches must be contested for by actual completion of play.  The player who becomes ill during the actual play of a match, or suffers an injury during the actual play of a match, shall forfeit only one point.  Players that are sick and/or injured before the team boards the bus must remain at school.
1803-4 No singles player may be moved up or down more than ONE position between any two consecutive league and playoff matches.  Consecutive matches are from the first practice match until your team is out of the playoffs.  If singles players are absent or used in doubles, the remaining singles players must be moved up in order, as determined by the previous match card.  No doubles team (partners the same) may be moved up or down more than ONE position between any two consecutive league or playoff matches.  (This rule does not negate any of the other ranking order rules.)

If doubles team combinations change, players may move to any doubles position as long as the teams are ranked strongest to weakest

1803-5
A player may not compete in both singles and doubles during the same league match.  However, it is possible that a player may play in a singles match during one match and in a doubles match during a consecutive match, provided the players are played in the correct ranking order, as determined by the previous match card.

1803-6
A USTA or SCTA (So. California Tennis Association) ranking shall not disqualify a player from competition as a member of a school team.

1803-7
Nothing in the rules shall prevent an instructor from playing different students in different positions in successive matches provided that the letter and spirit of this rule (1803) is observed.

1803-8
PENALTY (for above rules):  forfeiture of the entire school match.  Score will be 7-0.

1804
WARM-UP PERIOD
1804-1
Boys - Girls:  Opponents shall warm up with each other before the match begins.  Maximum warm-up time shall not exceed 10 minutes. A two-minute coaching period is optional before the start of the match(es.)  During the playoffs, the warm-up time shall not exceed 10 minutes.  A two-minute optional coaching period is allowed before the start of the match(es).

1804-2
Players MUST take practice serves during the warm-up before the match begins. (U.S.T.A. rule)

1804-3
Order of Matches:  The assignment of the courts and the order in which matches are played will be the prerogative of the home coach.

1805
MATCH PLAY
1805-1
Boys' matches shall be two out of three sets using NO-AD scoring.

1805-2
Girls' matches shall consist of one eight-game pro set during league play using the AD system.  The winner must be ahead by at least two games, unless a tie-breaker is used.

1806
TIE-BREAKER (LEAGUE PLAY)
1806-1
All tie-breakers will follow the U.S.T.A. 12 point singles/doubles procedures.

1806-2
BOYS' MATCHES:  Tie-breaker games will be at six all for league playoffs.

1806-3
GIRLS' MATCHES:  Tie-breakers will be used at seven-all during league play; when playing two out of three sets, tie-breakers will be used at six-all (USTA).

1807
SCORING/REPORTING RESULTS
1807-1
Each match shall count as one point.

1807-2
Use of scorekeepers is optional.  If the players agree, but disagree with the scorekeeper, the score will be that of the players.  If the players disagree, the correct score shall be that of the scorekeeper.  Note: Scorekeepers cannot coach or cheer for a player.

1807-3
A team must win at least four of the seven matches played to be declared the team winner for league play.
1807-4
Reporting Results:

a.
Both schools MUST fax the score cards to the designated Tennis Advisory Committee member (TAC) for their league before the next scheduled match.  

b.
The Tennis Advisory Committee member (TAC) must review all cards for compliance to Rule 1803 and notify the administrator-in-charge (and the Athletics Office) of those schools within the assigned league that are not in compliance (form provided).

c.
Non-compliance is defined as the "TAC" not receiving the match cards prior to the next scheduled match.

d.
Non-complying schools must submit to the "TAC" all missing match cards prior 
to the next
scheduled match.

1807-5
Penalty:  Forfeiture (recorded as 7-0) of the match in question and all ensuing matches until the cards are received by the "TAC" and the Athletics Office is notified of final compliance.

1808
COACHING
1808-1
At the completion of any set, a two-minute break is allowed regardless of score.  Coaching is permitted at this time.
1808-2
Only the school’s officially designated and paid coach can coach at any time.  During league and playoff matches, both team and individual, a coach may advise players at the conclusion of the odd game when players change sides, providing the ninety seconds for change is not violated.  Coaches may coach on the court or at the fence surrounding the court during the change of sides. A two-minute coaching period is allowed after the warm-up.
1808-3
No coaching is allowed during the change of sides in a tie-breaker game since no rest period exists.  (USTA Rule)

1808-4
Boys:  No rest period is allowed when the players split sets.  

Girls:  A ten minute rest period is optional.

1808-5
Play shall be continuous unless a rest period is allowed.  Players may NOT leave the court.  (USTA Rule)  When matches are 2 out of 3 sets, at the end of game 1 of any set, there is no rest period when changing sides.

1809
TEAM UNIFORMS
1809-1
Every school must establish a “current” tennis team uniform which must be worn at all team and individual matches when actual match-play begins.  The team uniform that is established must be worn by the team and individuals throughout the entire season.  Doubles teams are considered one unit and must be dressed alike in the current team uniform.  Uniforms must be in school colors or all white as per IAC Rule 122.  Sweats are not part of the team uniform and must be removed before the first serve of the match, unless permission is granted under special circumstances (inclement weather, etc.) by the Tournament Director during playoffs, or the opposing coach during practice or league matches.
1809-2
Every player must play in the current team uniform.  Team colors or all white are acceptable as per IAC Rule 122.   All tops must be the same color, and all bottoms must be the same color.  School name on the uniform is optional.  School sweats or plain sweats in school colors or all white may be worn during the warm-up period, but must be removed before the first serve of the match unless permission is granted by the Tournament Director during playoffs, or the opposing coach during practice and league matches, under special circumstances.  Hats, caps and/or visors are an optional part of the team uniform and may be worn, but must be in school colors or all white.  Tennis related emblems are acceptable on uniforms and headgear.  No other emblems are acceptable.
1809-3
It is the total responsibility of the coach to check uniforms of all participating players at all team and individual season and playoff matches prior to assignment to courts.  It is also expected that opposing coaches will also check uniforms of opponents during the season, including playoffs.  During playoffs, all decisions of the Tournament Director will be final regarding uniform rules.
1809-4
Violation of above will cause forfeiture of entire team match (practice, league and playoffs). Individual playoff violations will cause forfeiture of that individual match 

1810
EQUIPMENT
1810-1
The home team shall supply "high visibility" yellow tennis balls.

1810-2
At least two new tennis balls shall be provided for each match.  If a third set is played, the best available balls shall be used to assure fairness of playing conditions.

1811
JV TENNIS  (EXHIBITION)

If played, optional  tennis matches must be conducted using the IAC rules listed below (Rule 1811-1 through 1811-4), as well as the following conditions from CIF Rule 500 D regarding “exhibition competition.”

“Exhibition” competition (such as, but not limited to, 5th quarter, open lane, and open court competition) involving CIF member schools may be allowed as an adjunct to regulation CIF competition, provided that:

A. Duly-appointed coaches (as specified by Bylaw 506) …are present and supervising the activity; AND

A. Such contests count toward the competing individual’s allowable maximum number of contests; AND

A. Participants in such competition shall not compete in any regulation CIF competition in the same sport during the same day or event; AND

A. Participants in such competition represent their own school of enrollment (i.e., competition on a “rainbow” team and/or a team made up of students representing two or more schools is prohibited); AND

A. Written permission is granted for such competition by the principals of all schools involved; AND

A. Participants in such competition meet all eligibility requirements of the State CIF, CIF Section, and League.

1811-1
A match shall consist of one regular set.

1811-2
The number of  matches shall be determined by the number of courts available.

1811-3
Play shall terminate when the bus has arrived for pick-up.

1812
PLAYING SITE
Spectators must remain behind fences during match play.  Only the players, scorekeepers, and linespersons (if requested) are allowed on the court after the entire match has begun.  Coaches are not allowed on the court except when rules permit.

1813
INCLEMENT WEATHER (BOYS/GIRLS)
When a match is halted because of rain, or for other reasons that jeopardize playing conditions, it is to be completed within two weeks.  Partial game, game and set scores shall be recorded.  Play shall resume as if there was no delay in the match (USTA).

1814
LINESPERSONS
1814-1
A player receiving what is believed to be unfair calls by the opponent may appeal to the coach.  If justified by the coach, linespersons shall be placed to call the appropriate lines and shall remain at these assigned lines throughout the match.  Linespersons shall be from both schools when possible.

1814-2
Coaches of both teams involved in the match are to act as official referees should a situation arise that requires adjudication.  USTA rules should be followed.

1815
OJAI TENNIS TOURNAMENT
When a player is entered in the Ojai Tennis Tournament, the player's regularly scheduled match for the first day of the tournament shall be played on the day before or on a mutually acceptable date.  An opponent who refuses to make this adjustment to permit Ojai Tournament entries must forfeit the match.  Coaches must accompany their entries to Ojai.

Please see the Appendix for additional information regarding tournament participation.

1816
ALL-CITY CHAMPIONSHIP
Note: Once the playoffs begin, no team, or individual who represents a school, may practice at any playoff site.  Schools/individuals may continue to practice at their regular home site.

1816-1
Twelve teams are to be entered into the playoffs in the City Division and  sixteen teams in the Invitational Division.  The top four seeded teams in the City Division will receive a “bye” in the first round.

1816-2
Both individual and team competition shall be conducted in the All-City championship matches.

ALL players entering the individual playoffs must have played a minimum of one less than ½ of the scheduled league matches.  Doubles - same rule but may play with different partners after league (not practice matches.)
1816-3
The All-City Individual Tournament shall be a sanctioned tournament.

1816-4
Home school or alternate courts are to be used for play-off matches.  Alternate courts are interpreted to mean any court except those located on the grounds of participating schools or those courts used as home courts by the participating schools.  The home team will be responsible for arranging for the use of the alternate courts.  A minimum of four courts must be used for playoff competition.
1816-5
GIRLS':  During TEAM playoffs, a match shall consist of two-out-of-three sets.

BOYS’:   During TEAM playoffs, play will be round-robin, one set against each opponent with “No Ad Scoring.”



1816-6
CONDUCT:  If a player's action is such that the tournament committee feels a disciplinary letter should be sent to the Southern California Tennis Association Sportsmanship/ Disciplinary Committee for action, that player(s) shall be suspended pending a hearing with the tournament committee.

1816-7
AWARDS:  Players who do not appear for their championship finals match, first through fourth place, will not be eligible to receive their award for that place, pending a hearing with the tournament committee.
1817
TIE-BREAKER RULES FOR ENTRY INTO ALL-CITY CHAMPIONSHIPS
1817-1
A team that defeated the other twice in league play will go to playoffs in that position.

1817-2
In the event if a tie, the total wins in head-to-head matches will be counted.  The team with the highest number of wins will enter playoffs in that position.

Example:
Team A beat Team B, first match

Team B beat Team A, second match

Team A is ahead, 8 games to 6, and wins the tie-breaker This tie-breaker can also be applied in the case of a three-way tie.

1817-3
If teams remain tied, then the total games won in each match will be added (see sample below).  The team with the highest number of wins will enter the playoffs in that position.

Win
Lost
Team A - 
Wins 1 match

7-0
 7
 0

Wins 2 matches

6-1
12
 2

Wins 2 matches

5-2
10
 4

Wins 2 matches

4-3
 8
 6

Lost 3 matches

3-4
 9
12
TOTALS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
46
24

Team B -
Wins 4 matches

5-2
20
 8

Wins 2 matches

6-1
12
 2

Wins 1 match

4-3
 4
 3

Lost 3 matches

3-4
 9 
12
TOTALS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
45
25

Team A would win the tie-breaker.

1817-4
If the above formula still produces a tie, then a coin flip will be conducted by the Athletics Office to determine entry into playoffs.

1818
COACHES’ MEETING
Attendance at the pre-season coaches’ meeting is mandatory for at least one representative from the paid coaching staff of each school.  If the school is not represented at the meeting by a paid coach, athletic director or assistant principal, the head coach of that sport will be restricted from coaching in, and being present at the first contest of the season, not including tournaments. Attendance at the meeting constitutes being present at the beginning of the meeting, and staying until its completion.

1819
PREVIEW SCREENING
Ten days of screening are allotted for each sport.  The ten days of screening time can be done at any time during the school year.  These time periods will be determined by each school, and will be documented prior to the season of sport.  Coaches will be held accountable for filing the signed form with the school athletic director prior to the first screening date.  Any exceptions to the documented time period must be cleared through the school athletic director.  Upon receipt of an inquiry form from the Athletics Office or any school regarding a given school’s screening period, the school will be required to produce the signed form.  If there is a discrepancy in the documented screening time, or if the form has not been filed, in-season practice will be suspended for each day of unauthorized screening.  (See IAC Rule 116 for additional information.) Note:  No District transportation is provided for screening that takes place at off-campus sites outside the season of sport.    Coaches must have an Emergency Card for all students participating in preview screening.
1820
MAXIMUM NUMBER OF CONTESTS

The maximum number of contests that can be played by any school is twenty-two, with the exception of post-season playoffs.  Based on a six-team league, this includes ten league contests, three non-league contests, and the charged number of contests for invitational of tournament participation.  The number of league and non-league games will vary based on the number of teams in a league; however, in no case can a school exceed the maximum of 22 contests.  Refer to Appendix I for the number of contests charged in a tournament.
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